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SUBJECT: "LA HORA" ATTACKS ON VESCO AND SEC 

REF: SAN JOSE 2551, AND 2621 

SAN JOSE A-68 DTD JUNE 23, 1975 

1. THE RECENT ATTACKS IN "LA HORA" AND "EXCELSIOR" 

UPON THE SEC AND AMBASSADOR TODMAN WERE DISCUSSED 
AT LENGTH ON JUNE 23 WITH LUIS BURSTIN, DIRECTOR OF 
"EXCELSIOR." BURSTIN, WHO ALSO CONTROLS "LA HORA," 

WENT TO GREAT LENGTHS TO PROVE TO AN EMBASSY OFFICER 
THAT PRESIDENT ODUBER HAD INSISTED TO ORLANDO NUNEZ, 
DIRECTOR OF "LA HORA" AND FIRM FIGUERISTA, THAT THE 
EDITORIALS BE RUN. BURSTIN WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT 
THE CAMPAIGN IN "EXCELSIOR" CRITICIZING THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY FOR ITS UNUSUAL RECESS AND PREVIOUSLY 
AGAINST THE NORTH KOREAN DELEGATION ARRIVING IN COSTA 
RICA BOTH HAD BEEN STIMULATED BY ODUBER, NOT BY FIGUERES. 
BURSTIN PLAYED A TAPE FOR THE EMBASSY OFFICER WHICH APPEARED 
TO BE A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN HIMSELF AND THE 
DIRECTOR OF "LA HORA" IN WHICH THE LATTER CLEARLY TAGGED 
ODUBER WITH INSPIRING THE NEWSPAPER ATTACKS. 

2. BURSTIN HAS NOW PLACED THE RESPONSIBILITY WITH 
ODUBER FOR SEVERAL PRESS STORIES THAT LOGIC WOULD 
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OBSERVERS IN SAN JOSE WHO HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING THE 
APPARENT FIGUERES/ODUBER TENSIONS OVER THE RECENT WEECS 
FIRMLY BELIEVES "EXCELSIOR" AND "LA HORA" ARE 
BEHAVING TRUE TO THEIR BENEFACTORS' (VESCO AND 
FIGUERES) MANDATES. BURSTIN'S REVISIONISM AND THE 
LENGTHS HE SEEMS WILLING TO GO TO MAKE US BELIEVE IT 
AT FIRST BOGGLES THE MIND. WE REMAIN SKEPTICAL. 

BUT IT IS OF COURSE POSSIBLE THAT HE IS TELLING THE 
TRUTH. WE ALSO DRAW THE DEPARTMENT S ATTENTION TO 
THE FACT THAT BURSTIN'S VERSION DIRECTLY CONTRADICTS 
WHAT PRESIDENT ODUBER TOLD THE AMBASSADOR AND DAVE 
LAZAR ON JUNE 18 (SEE REFTEL). 

TODMAN 
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